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Table 31 ▪ FIVE YEAR SUMMARY OF SELECTED ACCIDENT DATA BY STATE 2006-2010 
  Total Number of Accidents Fatal Accidents Deaths 
  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 
Totals 4967 5191 4789 4730 4604 633 605 619 646 605 710 685 709 736 672 
Alabama 87 96 76 75 90 19 10 11 11 20 24 11 16 14 20 
Alaska 48 48 44 19 24 11 11 11 13 8 13 17 14 14 11 
Arizona 209 167 158 151 113 14 8 5 3 3 14 8 6 3 6 
Arkansas 55 81 66 78 60 6 15 13 16 12 8 18 14 17 14 
California 569 601 520 478 412 39 48 39 42 44 42 55 45 47 48 
Colorado 44 54 39 60 53 11 7 7 12 6 11 7 7 13 7 
Connecticut 42 61 53 56 52 5 7 9 8 6 5 8 11 8 7 
Delaware 9 15 11 16 21 2 2 3 1 1 2 2 3 1 2 
DC 1 4 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Florida 633 663 616 610 608 60 67 50 53 65 68 75 55 67 69 
Georgia 149 139 150 145 135 18 14 16 11 18 18 18 18 12 19 
Hawaii 4 10 21 19 15 4 2 5 7 4 4 2 5 7 4 
Idaho 74 63 65 74 67 7 7 15 13 9 10 8 15 15 13 
Illinois 70 107 119 96 97 15 11 14 15 14 18 13 19 16 15 
Indiana 51 32 55 42 43 6 5 7 13 6 6 7 8 13 8 
Iowa 40 47 38 37 54 4 7 0 3 6 5 9 0 3 6 
Kansas 39 24 38 27 30 5 5 4 5 4 5 6 5 6 6 
Kentucky 65 59 46 62 75 13 13 5 17 14 15 13 6 21 14 
Louisiana 119 119 110 120 105 21 28 31 26 16 24 30 38 33 21 
Maine 56 90 32 44 34 12 13 8 8 6 12 15 9 8 8 
Maryland 138 170 159 174 196 8 8 8 16 9 8 10 9 17 9 
Massachusetts 46 36 64 51 60 9 9 11 10 16 10 9 11 10 16 
Michigan 185 185 187 131 132 24 30 30 32 25 30 34 34 36 27 
Minnesota 113 123 86 82 82 11 12 12 14 11 14 15 12 15 12 
Mississippi 31 31 24 39 17 7 7 4 15 7 7 7 5 16 8 
Missouri 175 168 135 150 161 16 7 19 16 13 17 7 20 17 14 
Montana 16 24 31 20 11 6 4 12 6 2 6 4 14 6 2 
Nebraska 33 31 20 31 24 4 6 2 5 5 6 7 2 6 5 
Nevada 82 76 80 67 59 4 5 6 6 2 4 5 6 7 2 
New Hampshire 79 54 28 60 46 5 5 2 6 3 5 6 2 7 3 
New Jersey 84 136 140 126 116 10 8 7 6 8 11 8 10 6 8 
New Mexico 34 38 30 34 37 0 1 2 3 7 0 1 3 3 8 
New York 152 180 160 148 211 14 18 17 19 24 14 21 24 23 27 
North Carolina 175 158 148 144 148 20 19 16 19 23 24 19 18 19 24 
North Dakota 7 10 15 7 11 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 
Ohio 111 121 125 105 127 12 11 12 9 15 12 14 15 9 16 
Oklahoma 71 56 54 55 51 13 11 10 10 12 17 12 11 14 13 
Oregon 47 60 53 67 60 17 9 11 11 10 20 9 13 13 11 
Pennsylvania 56 64 59 58 70 19 10 8 11 6 25 11 8 11 7 
Rhode Island 37 44 35 50 34 3 4 4 1 1 5 4 4 1 2 
South Carolina 93 104 107 95 102 13 15 25 7 25 14 16 29 11 27 
South Dakota 16 12 16 21 18 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 4 
Tennessee 149 146 130 117 116 15 16 18 19 17 16 17 20 22 19 
Texas 195 197 218 168 163 44 40 55 34 27 45 46 61 38 28 
Utah 85 71 80 87 103 11 5 5 8 10 12 5 5 11 10 
Vermont 1 3 8 4 2 1 1 5 2 0 1 1 5 2 0 
Virginia 137 145 95 137 102 20 11 15 23 14 23 12 17 27 14 
Washington 96 97 98 111 72 20 22 18 17 14 21 26 22 22 18 
West Virginia 21 26 11 32 23 8 5 1 13 7 8 7 1 15 8 
Wisconsin 99 119 110 102 104 10 18 19 15 17 10 18 20 16 18 
Wyoming 19 8 11 18 15 3 3 2 4 1 3 4 2 4 1 
Guam 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Puerto Rico 10 7 1 9 12 4 1 0 3 2 5 2 0 4 3 
Virgin Islands 0 3 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 3 
AS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
CNMI 3 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
*AT 2 2 6 4 18 2 1 3 1 2 5 3 3 1 3 
*GL  1 5 1 4 2 1 1 1 2 0 1 1 1 2 0 
*PC 2 0 3 8 6 2 0 2 1 1 2 0 4 1 1 
*1997 was the first year statistics were compiled for accidents that occurred three or more miles offshore in the Atlantic 
Ocean and Pacific Ocean and nine or more miles in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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Table 34 ▪ NUMBER OF FATAL VICTIMS BY LIFE JACKET WEAR,  
CAUSE OF DEATH & VESSEL TYPE 2010 

Cause of Death 

Life Jacket W
orn? 

N
um

ber of D
eaths 

A
irboat 

A
uxiliary S

ailboat 

C
abin 

 M
otorboat 

C
anoe 

H
ouseboat 

Inflatable 

K
ayak 

O
pen M

otorboat 

P
ersonal 

W
atercraft 

P
ontoon B

oat 

R
ow

boat 

S
ailboat 

O
ther 

U
nknow

n 

Carbon Monoxide  No 5 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Carbon Monoxide Unknown 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cardiac Arrest Yes 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Cardiac Arrest No 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cardiac Arrest Unknown 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Drowning Yes 57 0 1 0 9 0 7 16 18 2 0 3 1 0 0 
Drowning No 395 0 10 18 72 1 13 24 184 7 22 26 5 8 5 
Drowning Unknown 32 0 2 1 5 0 2 2 11 0 3 4 0 1 1 
Hypothermia Yes 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hypothermia No 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 
Other No 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Trauma Yes 49 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 24 22 0 0 0 1 0 
Trauma No 59 1 1 7 0 0 0 0 46 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Trauma Unknown 15 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 11 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Unknown Yes 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown No 13 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 5 2 1 1 0 0 0 
Unknown Unknown 16 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 8 0 0 0 0 1 0 
All Causes   672 2 15 31 89 5 22 52 325 38 29 35 8 11 10 

Table 33 ▪ NUMBER OF INJURED VICTIMS BY PRIMARY INJURY & VESSEL TYPE 

Primary Injury 

# of Injuries 

A
irboat 

A
uxiliary  

S
ailboat 

C
abin  

M
otorboat 

C
anoe 

H
ouseboat 

Inflatable 

K
ayak 

O
pen  

M
otorboat 

P
ersonal  

W
atercraft 

P
ontoon B

oat 

R
ow

boat 

S
ailboat 

O
ther 

U
nknow

n 

Amputation 39 0 2 6 0 1 0 0 22 4 3 0 0 0 1 
Broken Bone 565 11 7 38 2 4 5 1 258 211 15 1 0 4 8 
Burns 79 0 3 35 0 1 0 0 33 4 1 0 0 0 2 
Carbon Monoxide  23 0 1 13 0 5 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Concussion 353 3 1 26 1 2 5 1 190 107 12 1 1 1 2 
Dislocation 70 0 2 4 0 0 1 1 37 20 3 0 2 0 0 

Hypothermia 279 0 8 25 44 0 6 19 125 5 7 13 10 6 11 
Internal organ injury 139 0 1 13 5 0 1 3 73 39 3 0 0 0 1 
Laceration 676 6 8 46 1 3 2 2 414 151 34 2 5 0 2 
Scrape/bruise 442 3 8 45 7 5 4 3 207 126 29 2 1 1 1 
Spinal cord injury 31 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 21 4 1 0 0 0 0 
Sprain/Strain 358 3 5 31 1 1 1 2 214 89 9 1 0 0 1 
Other 17 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 7 2 2 0 0 0 2 
Unknown 76 0 2 9 1 0 0 1 39 14 2 0 1 1 6 
All Injuries 3153 26 48 298 62 29 25 34 1644 776 121 20 20 13 37 

Electric Shock 6 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Explanation of Registration Data Section 
 

The following section contains fives tables and figures that examine boat registration information.  Reg-
istered vessels are those vessels that are required to be recorded by a state, which includes numbered 
vessels and other forms of registration.  Without a record, a vessel cannot be legally operated. Not all 
states have the same registration requirements.  While some states may only register vessels with a 
motor, others may register sailboats, canoes, kayaks, and rowboats in addition to those vessels with a 
motor.   
 
Recreational Vessel Registration by Year, 1980-2010 (Table 35 & Figure 12, Page 63) 
This table provides information about recreational vessel registration for each year from 1980-2010.  
The accompanying figure displays a trend line from 1980-2010. 

Recreational Vessel Registration by Length & Means of Propulsion (Table 36, Page 64) 
The top section of the table provides tallies for the number of mechanically-propelled vessels, the num-
ber of manually-propelled vessels, and a summation of these two categories.  The middle section of the 
table documents mechanically-propelled vessel registration by length category and engine type.  The 
bottom section of the table focuses on mechanically propelled vessels.   
 
Registration Data by State (Table 37, Page 65) 
This table examines recreational vessel registration by state.  It provides a ranking of states by vessel 
registration, specifies the scope of the state’s registration program, and provides a two-year comparison 
of registration information. 
 
Distribution of 2009 Recreational Vessel Registration by State (Figure 13, Page 66) 
This figure provides the percentage that each state contributed to national registration.  So, for instance, 
California registered 810,008 vessels.  Out of the total national registration of 12,438,926, California 
contributed 6.5% ((810,008/12,438,926) * 100) of registered vessels to the national count. 
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  Table 36 ▪ RECREATIONAL VESSEL REGISTRATION BY 
LENGTH AND MEANS OF PROPULSION 2010 

Mechanically Propelled Not Mechanically Propelled Total  
11,597,326 841,600 12,438,926 

STATE REGISTERED BOATS THAT ARE MECHANICALLY PROPELLED 

  
Means of Mechanical Propulsion  Auxiliary Sail 

Total  Inboard Outboard Sterndrive Inboard Outboard 
Under 16 feet 1,370,660 3,262,122 159,276 9,790 17,872 4,819,720 
16 to less than 26 feet 726,979 4,206,305 1,227,313 13,357 39,471 6,213,425 
26 to less than 40 feet 167,429 115,954 151,859 38,529 10,908 484,679 
40 to 65 feet  42,425 7,274 12,150 5,563 807 68,219 
Over 65 feet 5,900 2,313 2,953 97 20 11,283 
Total  2,313,393 7,593,968 1,553,551 67,336 69,078 11,597,326 
         
STATE REGISTERED BOATS NOT MECHANICALLY PROPELLED 

Rowboats Sailboats Canoes/Kayaks Other Boats Total  
106,017 123,289 396,009 216,285 841,600 
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Table 37 ▪ RECREATIONAL VESSEL REGISTRATION DATA BY STATE 2009-2010 
   2010 2009 Scope of Current Boat Registration System 
Nationally  12,438,926 12,721,541   
AL  17 271,377 270,726 All motorboats, sailboats and rental boats 
AK 46 48,891 48,892 All undocumented powerboats 
AS 56 66 107 All watercraft 
AZ 30 135,326 136,463 All watercraft, except inflatables 12 feet in length or less 
AR 23 205,925 198,805 All motorboats and sailboats 
CA 4 810,008 906,988 All motorboats; sailboats over 8 feet in length 
CO  34 91,424 95,822 All watercraft powered by motor or sail - sailboards exempt 
CT 32 108,078 109,213 All motorboats; sailboats 19.5 feet or more in length 
DE 40 62,983 61,523 All motorboats 
DC 54 3,017 2,798 All watercraft 
FL 1 914,535 949,030 All motorboats 
GA 13 353,950 352,054 All motorboats; sailboats 12 feet or more in length 
GU 53 4,039 3,197 All watercraft (estimated) 
HI 51 14,835 15,709 All motorboats; sailboats over 8 feet in length 
ID 36 87,662 90,501 All motorboats and sailboats 
IL 11 370,522 373,530 All watercraft, except non-profit org. owned canoes and kayaks 
IN 16 281,908 268,424 All motorboats 
IA 21 209,660 247,190 All watercraft with exceptions (a) 
KS 35 89,315 90,522 All motorboats and sailboats 
KY 26 175,863 176,535 All motorboats, except electric motors 1 hp or less 
LA 14 302,141 303,111 All motorboats; sailboats more than 12 feet in length 
ME 31 111,873 109,169 All motorboats 
MD 24 193,259 196,806 All motorboats 
MA 29 141,959 142,625 All motorboats 
MI 3 812,066 811,670 All watercraft with exceptions (b) 
MN 2 813,976 811,775 All motorboats with exceptions (c) 
MS 28 156,216 194,016 All motorboats and sailboats 
MO  15 297,194 314,131 All motorboats; sailboats over 12 feet in length 
MT 45 52,105 83,394 All motorboats; sailboats 12 feet or more in length 
NE 37 83,832 80,089 All motorboats 
NV 44 53,464 56,053 All motorboats, sailboats, rowboats 
NH 33 94,773 95,402 All motorboats; sailboats 20 feet or more in length 
NJ 27 169,750 173,994 All watercraft with exceptions (d) 
NM 48 37,340 36,544 All motorboats and sailboats 
NY 7 475,689 479,161 All motorboats 
NC 10 400,846 405,663 All motorboats; sailboats more than 14 feet in length 
ND 43 56,128 51,609 All watercraft 
CNMI 55 324 314 All motorboats 
OH 9 430,710 424,877 All watercraft; *5576 livery vessels included in '08; 5522 livery vessels not included in '07 
OK 22 209,457 205,079 All watercraft 
OR 25 177,634 180,522 All motorboats; sailboats 12 feet or more in length 
PA 12 365,872 337,747 All motorboats and certain non-powered craft (e) 
PR 41 61,578 60,627 All motorboats; vessels adapted to hold a motor 
RI 47 45,930 42,519 All watercraft except canoes, kayaks & rowboats < 12 feet 
SC 8 435,491 435,528 All watercraft 
SD 42 56,624 60,094 All motorboats; all other boats over 12 feet in length 
TN 18 266,185 269,361 All motorboats and sailboats 
TX 6 596,830 622,184 All motorboats and sailboats 14 feet or more in length 
UT 38 70,321 72,419 All motorboats and sailboats 
VT 49 30,315 30,480 All motorboats 
VI 52 7,705 5,765 All watercraft 
VA 19 245,940 249,235 All motorboats 
WA 20 237,921 269,845 All motorboats with exceptions (f); sailboats >16 ft in length 
WV 39 64,510 57,415 All motorboats 
WI 5 615,335 626,304 All motorboats; sailboats over 12 feet in length 
WY 50 28,249 27,955 All motorboats and sailboats 
(a) Iowa excludes inflatables under 7 feet in length and canoes/kayaks under 13 feet in length. (b) Michigan excludes manually propelled boats 16 feet or less in 
length, and nonmotorized rafts, canoes, and kayaks. (c) Minnesota excludes nonmotorized boats nine feet or less in length, duckboats during duckhunting 
season, and riceboats during harvest season and seaplanes. (d) New Jersey excludes non-motorized boats 12 feet or less in length and canoes, kayaks, racing 
shells and rowing sculls. (e) Pennsylvania registers non-powered craft using lakes or access areas owned by the State Fish & Boat Commission. (f) Washington 
excludes motorboats < 16 feet with motors 10 horsepower or less used solely on exclusive state waters.  
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Glossary  
 
Airboat - A boat propelled by an engine producing air thrust. This type of boat does not include ground 
effect vessels or air cushion vehicles (hovercraft). 
 
At Anchor - Held in place in the water by an anchor; includes “moored” to a buoy or anchored vessel 
and “dragging anchor”. 
 
Auxiliary Sailboat - A sailboat also equipped with an engine. 
 
Cabin Motorboat - A motorboat equipped with accommodation spaces, i.e., bunks or berths.  
 
Canoe - A small narrow boat, propelled by paddles. Canoes usually are pointed at both bow and stern 
and are normally open on top, but can be covered. 
 
Capsizing - Overturning of a vessel.  
 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning - Death or injury resulting from an odorless, colorless gas generated from 
auxiliary boat equipment (stoves, heaters, refrigerators, generators, hot water heaters, etc.), another 
boat’s exhaust, or the exhaust of the vessel on which persons were either aboard or in close proximity. 
 
Collision with Fixed Object - The striking of any fixed object, above or below the surface of the water. 
 
Collision with Floating Object - Collision with any waterborne object above or below the 
surface that is free to move with the tide, current, or wind, except another vessel. 
 
Collision with Commercial/Governmental/Recreational Vessel - Any striking together of two or more 
vessels, regardless of operation at the time of the accident, is a collision.  
 
Collision with Submerged Object - A boat’s collision with any waterborne or fixed object that is below 
the surface of the water. 
 
Congested Waters - Where the body of water is either too small or narrow to safely accommodate the 
number of boats on it. 
 
Cruising - Proceeding normally, unrestricted, with an absence of drastic rudder or engine changes. 
 
Documented Vessel - A vessel of five or more net tons owned by a citizen of the United 
States and used exclusively for pleasure with a valid marine document issued by the Coast Guard. 
Documented vessels are not numbered. 
 
Drifting - Underway, but proceeding over the bottom without use of engines, oars or sails; being carried 
along only by the tide, current, or wind. 
 
Electrocution - Death or injury resulting from an electrical current that comes in contact with water 
causing electrocution of the victim. 
 
Excessive Speed - Speed above that which a reasonable and prudent person would have operated 
under the conditions that existed. It is not necessarily a speed in excess of a posted limit. 
 
Failure to Vent - Prior to starting the engine, failure to turn on the powered ventilation system that 
brings in “fresh air” and expels gasoline vapors from the engine compartment. 
 
Fall in Vessel - Any operator or passenger who slips, trips, or falls on board or within the vessel. 
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Falls Overboard - Any operator or passenger who falls off of the vessel. 
 
Fiberglass (plastic) hull - Hulls of fiber-reinforced plastic. The laminate consists of two 
basic components, the reinforcing material (glass filaments) and the plastic or resin in which it is embed-
ded. 
 
Fire/Explosion (fuel) - Accidental combustion of vessel fuel, liquids, including their vapors, or other 
substances such as wood. 
 
Fire/Explosion (other) - Accidental burning or explosion of any material onboard except vessel fuels or 
their vapors. 
 
Flooding/Swamping - Filling with water, regardless of method of ingress, but retaining sufficient 
buoyancy to remain on the surface. 
 
Force of Wave/Wake - The track in the water of a moving boat; commonly used for the disturbance of 
the water (waves) resulting from the passage of the boat’s hull. 
 
Fueling - Any stage of the fueling operation; primarily concerned with introduction of 
explosive or combustible vapors or liquids on board. 
 
Grounding - Running aground of a vessel, striking or pounding on rocks, reefs, or shoals; stranding. 
 
Hazardous Waters - Rapid tidal flows (the vertical movement of water) and/or currents (the horizontal 
flow of water) resulting in hazardous conditions in which to operate a boat. 
 
Houseboat - A motorized vessel designed primarily with accommodation spaces with little or no fore-
deck or cockpit, with low freeboard and with a low length to beam ratio. 
 
Hull Failure - Defect or failure of the structural body of a vessel (i.e., hull material, design, or construc-
tion) not including superstructure, masts, or rigging. 
 
Ignition of Spilled Fuel or Vapor - Accidental combustion of vessel fuel, liquids, and/or their vapors. 
 
Improper Anchoring - Where a boat is either in the process of being anchored incorrectly or incorrectly 
held in place in the water by an anchor. 
 
Improper Loading - Loading, including weight shifting, of the vessel causing instability, 
limited maneuverability, or dangerously reduced freeboard. 
 
Improper Lookout - No proper watch; the failure of the operator to perceive danger because no one 
was serving as lookout, or the person so serving failed in that regard. Every vessel shall at all times 
maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as well as by all available means appropriate in the pre-
vailing circumstances and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and of the risk of col-
lision. 
 
Inflatable - A vessel constructed with its sides and bow made of flexible tubes containing pressurized 
gas. On smaller inflatables, the floor and hull beneath it is often flexible. On larger inflatables, the boat 
often has a rigid floor and solid hull capable of supporting a more powerful transom mounted outboard 
engine or even an inboard engine. 
 
Kayak - A small boat with a cockpit that is propelled by a double-bladed paddle by a sitting paddler. 
 
Inadequate On-board Navigation Lights - Insufficient and/or improper lights shown by a boat that indi-
cate course, position, and occupation, such as fishing or towing. 
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Machinery Failure - Defect and/or failure in the machinery or material, design or construction, or com-
ponents installed by the manufacturer involved in the mechanical propulsion of the boat (e.g., engine, 
transmission, fuel system, electric system, and steering system). 
 
Missing or Inadequate Navigation Aids - The absence of or ineffective presence of navigation aids. 
 
Motorboat - Any vessel equipped with propulsion machinery. 
 
Numbered vessel - An undocumented vessel numbered by a state with an approved 
numbering system under Chapter 123 of title 46, U.S.C. 
 
Open Motorboat - Craft of open construction specifically built for operating with a motor, 
including boats canopied or fitted with temporary partial shelters. 
 
Operator Inattention - Failure on the part of the operator to pay attention to the vessel, its occupants, 
or the environment in which the vessel is operating. 
 
Operator Inexperience - Lack of practical experience or knowledge in operating a vessel or, more par-
ticularly, the vessel involved in the accident. 
 
Outboard - An engine not permanently affixed to the structure of the craft, regardless of the method or 
location used to mount the engine, e.g., motor wells, “kicker pits”, motor pockets, etc. 
 
Overloading - Excessive loading of the vessel causing instability, limited maneuverability, dangerously 
reduced freeboard, etc. 
 
People on Gunwale, Bow or Transom - Standing/Sitting on the upper edge of the side of a boat, usu-
ally on a small projection above the deck; and/or standing/sitting on the most forward part of the boat; 
and/or standing/sitting on the back of the boat. 
 
Person Struck by Vessel - A person is struck by a boat. 
 
Person Struck by Propeller - A person is struck by the propeller, propulsion unit, or steering machin-
ery. 
 
Personal Watercraft - Craft designed to be operated by a person or persons sitting, standing or kneel-
ing on the craft rather than within the confines of a hull. 
 
Pontoon Boat - A boat consisting of a rigid structure connecting at least two parallel fore (front) and aft 
(back) rigid sealed buoyancy chambers. 
 
Restricted Vision - A vessel operator's vision is said to be restricted when it is limited by a vessel's bow 
high trim, or by glare, sunlight, bright lights, a dirty windshield, spray, a canopy top, etc.  
 
Rowboat - A open boat propelled by one or more persons using oars. 
 
Rules of the Road Infraction - Violation of the statutory and regulatory rules governing the navigation 
of vessels. 
 
Sailboat (only) - Any boat whose sole source of propulsion is the natural element (i.e., wind) or a boat 
designed or intended to be propelled primarily by sail, regardless of size or type. 
 
Sharp Turn - An immediate or abrupt change in the boat’s course of direction. 
 
Sinking - Losing enough buoyancy to settle below the surface of the water. 
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Skier Mishap - Skier mishap is defined by persons (1) falling off their water-skis, (2) striking a fixed or 
submerged object, or by (3) becoming entangled or struck by the tow line. Also includes mishaps involv-
ing inner-tubes and other devices on which a person can be towed behind a boat. 
 
Starting in Gear - The boat’s engine is started with the transmission in forward or reverse. 
 
Steel hull - Hulls of sheet steel or steel alloy, not those with steel ribs and wood, canvas, or plastic hull 
coverings. 
 
Sterndrive - An inboard/outboard engine system, with the engine inside the hull connected to an exter-
nal lower unit containing a propeller.  Steering is achieved by turning the lower unit. 
 
Sudden Medical Condition - An incident where a person on a vessel experiences an unexpected medi-
cal condition.  
 
Towing - Engaged in towing any vessel or object, other than a person. 
 
Weather - As a contributing factor of an accident, “Weather” is supposed to signify a stormy or windy 
condition, usually connoting rough or high seas and dangerous operating conditions. 
 
Wood Hull - Hulls of plywood, molded plywood, wood planking, or any other wood fiber in its natural 
consistency, including those of wooden construction that have been “sheathed” with fiberglass or sheet 
metal. 
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Glossary of State Codes 
 
 

AL  Alabama NJ New Jersey 
AK Alaska NM New Mexico 
AZ Arizona NY New York 
AR Arkansas NC North Carolina 
CA California ND North Dakota 
CO  Colorado OH Ohio 
CT Connecticut OK Oklahoma 
DE Delaware OR Oregon 
DC District of Columbia PA  Pennsylvania 
FL Florida  RI Rhode Island 
GA Georgia SC South Carolina 
HI Hawaii SD South Dakota 
ID Idaho TN Tennessee 
IL Illinois TX Texas 
IN Indiana UT Utah 
IA Iowa VT Vermont 
KS Kansas VA Virginia 
KY Kentucky WA Washington 
LA Louisiana WV West Virginia 
ME Maine WI Wisconsin 
MD Maryland WY Wyoming 
MA Massachusetts GU  Guam 
MI Michigan PR Puerto Rico 
MN Minnesota VI Virgin Islands 
MS Mississippi AS American Samoa 
MO  Missouri CNMI Northern Mariana Islands 
MT Montana AT Atlantic Ocean 
NE Nebraska GL Gulf of Mexico 
NV Nevada PC Pacific Ocean 
NH New Hampshire     


